RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
list of the marks each pupil had obtained. This introduced a sporting element, and made us take more trouble over them than we should otherwise have done.
Routh's system certainly succeeded in the object for which it was designed, that of training men to take high places in the tripos ; for in the thirty-three years from 1855 to 1888 in which it was in force, he had 27 Senior Wranglers and he taught 24 in 24 consecutive years. Results like these could not have been obtained unless he had been a born teacher, as he was, and had spent, as he had, time and labour in keeping his technique up to the mark. His lectures were given in a conversational way ; he was never eloquent, never humorous, but always clear. I do not think he would create enthusiasm for mathematics in those who had not it already, but he could better than anyone else give to students during their stay at Cambridge a sound and substantial knowledge in all the important branches of mathematics pure and applied. Until quite near the time when he gave up " coaching ", candidates for the Mathematical Tripos were expected to be acquainted with the whole of the wide range of pure and applied mathematics included in the examination. The range of reading was much wider and there was much less specialisation under this system than in the ones which since 1882 have succeeded it, where the tripos is divided into two or more parts. The more elementary subjects are grouped in one part, and candidates are allowed to select a small number of the more advanced subjects for the other parts.
There is naturally, when we look back on our early days, a kind of glamour over many of our experiences and they look more attractive than they did at the time or than they would to an unbiassed judgment, but examinations are
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